
October 2023

Letter from the CEO

Dear Cook County Health friends and partners,

As you may be aware, last week I made the bittersweet
announcement that I will be departing Cook County Health to
pursue a new professional opportunity. Serving as Cook
County Health’s CEO has truly been a privilege. I am
humbled and grateful to have been a part of CCH’s rich
legacy.

Over the past three years, it has been an honor to see Cook
County health continue to rise to the occasion – be it our
response during the COVID-19 pandemic, helping set up a
clinic to support the care of new arrivals, operating the largest
Medicaid managed care plan in Cook County, or the day-to-
day care we provide to patients across our hospitals and
health centers. I continue to be amazed at what the Cook
County Health team can accomplish with a shared vision and mission.

Earlier today, the Cook County Health Board of Directors announced their intention to
appoint Dr. Erik Mikaitis, CCH Chief Quality Officer, as interim CEO.

Since joining CCH in September 2022, Dr. Mikaitis (pictured below) has implemented
numerous quality initiatives to improve patient outcomes across CCH. He deployed a new
multifaceted strategy deployment system that resulted in significant improvement in the
system’s sepsis prevention and treatment. Dr. Mikaitis enhanced the system’s quality and
safety dashboard and deployed a regulatory readiness program. He is also implementing an
upstream peer learning system to identify care improvement opportunities and is partnering
with critical care leaders to establish Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation (ECMO)
capabilities for Stroger Hospital’s intensive care units. In his role, Dr. Mikaitis also provides
guidance for utilization management, coding and documentation, and hospital throughput.

Dr. Mikaitis previously served as Vice President and Chief Medical Officer for Franciscan
Health Crown Point, where, among other duties, he led the development of safety protocols
and processes during the COVID-19 pandemic and developed a new dashboard for



communicating quality improvements to the board. Prior to assuming that role, Dr. Mikaitis
served as Medical Director of the Franciscan Health Accountable Care Organization in the
northern Indiana and south suburban Chicago regions.

A board-certified Internal Medicine Physician, Dr. Mikaitis
earned a Bachelor of Science from the University of Illinois
at Chicago, a Master of Business Administration from
DePaul University, and a medical degree from Ross
University.  

Dr. Mikaitis’ nomination will go before the Cook County
Board in November as the Cook County Health Board of
Directors launches a national search to identify a
permanent replacement.

I have every confidence that the incredible team that
comprises CCH will continue to carry on the powerful work
of the health system and its historic legacy and lead it into a
bright future.

I thank all of you for your partnership and support of Cook County Health.

Sincerely,

Israel Rocha, Jr.
CEO

  

Cook County Leaders Stress Importance of Flu,
COVID Vaccines This Fall



On October 6, Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle and CCH Israel Rocha joined
with Cook County Health officials to discuss the importance of the latest flu and COVID-19
vaccines.

In mid-September, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) approved updated COVID vaccines. The updated
COVID vaccines offers better protection against the COVID variants currently circulating and
causing the most serious infections and hospitalizations in the U.S.

This season’s flu vaccines reduced the risk of being hospitalized by 52 percent for patients in
the Southern Hemisphere which typically sees flu season first, according to a September CDC
report. U.S. vaccines could offer similar protection if similar viruses continue to be the
predominate ones. 

“Vaccinations are an important part of healthy lives and healthy communities,” Cook County
Board President Toni Preckwinkle said. “I am proud to stand here with these medical
professionals, backing science, backing medical history and supporting vaccines.”

“Cook County Health is proud to be able to offer access to the flu and COVID vaccines,” Cook
County Health CEO Israel Rocha said. “The health system has provided more than one
million COVID vaccination doses, establishing ourselves as a major resource to our patients
and the local community. We are honored to be able to be here when people need us the
most.”

Cook County Health (CCH) is offering COVID vaccines to patients and community members.
Community COVID vaccines are available at Stroger and Provident Hospitals.
For more information, visit our COVID website.

  

Cook County Health Participates in Breast Cancer
Events

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month.
Studies show that 1 in 8 women will be
diagnosed with breast cancer during their
lifetime.

Cook County Health staff have participated
in a variety of events across the area to raise
awareness about CCH services and
encourage mammograms. In collaboration
with CountyCare, staff at Provident Hospital
provided services to 70 women that included
physical exams, pap smears, mammograms
and more at a women’s health fair.

At Cermak Health Services, the team was
invited by the Cook County Sheriff’s Office to
join other community partners on October
19 to provide information about community-
based health resources available to
individuals when they are released from
custody. Additional information was
provided about breast and cervical health
awareness.



Staff also provided information about CCH
services at Friend Health Annual Think Pink
Event.

Cook County Health offers comprehensive
breast cancer services. To schedule a
mammogram, call 312-864-0200.

  

Cook County Health Foundation Gala Raises
Funds to Support Health System Initiatives

On October 25, the Cook County Health Foundation held its annual gala in support of Cook
County Health.

The Cook County Health Foundation works with Cook County Health to increase access and
supplement the quality care the health system is providing. Among the initiatives this year
were a community mural project at our two hospitals and two community health centers and
the second year of the Provident Hospital Scholarship Program, which distributed $1 million
in scholarships to students committed to caring for underserved populations.
The Foundation is also working to support some of the needs of the new arrivals through an
Amazon Wish List that provides items such as women’s health products, clothes, diapers and
more. To donate, visit the link.

Learn more about the Foundation’s work here.

The Foundation honored Chicago Bulls and Chicago White Sox owner Jerry Reinsdorf at this
year’s gala with the Ruth M. Rothstein Award for Excellence for his philanthropic work.

 
  

Awards and Recognitions

Shannon Andrews, Chief Equity and Inclusion Officer, was named to Crain's Chicago
Business' List of Notable Leaders in Diversity, Equity & Inclusion. The list recognizes leaders
who are striving to ensure that their organizations maintain a workforce, supplier chain and
ecosystem that represent all people. 

In recognition of her outstanding contributions and dedication to the education of physicians,
students, and others in emergency medicine, Dr. Tarlan Hedayati was awarded the 2023
National Faculty Teaching Award by the American College of Emergency Physicians at their
annual conference. Dr. Hedayati also delivered the Leon L. Haley, Jr. Lecture,
detailing how outcomes in cardiovascular emergencies differ dramatically across gender,
race, ethnicity, etc., and how they can be improved.

Nimmy Tom and Gins Thachil, Nurse Coordinators, Medical/Surgical Division, Stroger
Hospital, won 3rd place for their poster presentation titled "Prevention is Better than
Treatment: Journey to Zero Falls" at the 2023 Illinois Organization of
Nurse Leaders conference. These prevention efforts have already demonstrated a
significant reduction in falls over the last six months.



Angela O’Banion, Cook County Health Chief Information Officer, was named the CIO Year
of the Award in Chicagoland by the Society for Information Management, Chicago Chapter,
along with the Executives’ Club of Chicago and the AITP-Chicago Chapter.

Aaron Galeener, CCH's Chief Administrative Officer of Health Plan Services, was named to
Crain's Chicago Business' 40 Under 40 class of 2023. Their annual feature profiles rising
stars across a range of industries in the Chicago area. 
 
Serena Valino, Associate Director of Nursing Services for  Professional Development and
Education, and Domenica Flanagan, Clinical Nurse I, Emergency Medicine, were invited
to present a poster presentation at the International Conference on Forensic Nursing Science
& Practice.  The project, "Keeping Things Fresh! Building a SANE Reference Library," was
deemed innovative in providing 24/7 educational tools to clinicians working with victims of
violence.  The best practices developed by our sexual assault nurse examiner (SANE) program
were shared with more than 10,000 forensic nursing experts from around the world.  

Craig Williams, Cook County Health’s Chief Administrative Officer, was recognized by
Becker's Hospital Review on their "COOs to Know" list. The list included leaders who are
highly strategic and lead the ideation, development and implementation of initiatives that
enhance operational efficiency at their organizations. 

 

Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle
Joins Cook County Health Panel for Hispanic
Heritage Month

In recognition of Hispanic Heritage Month, Cook County
Health held a panel discussing the role of Hispanics in
medicine, the importance of diversity in healthcare and the
work Cook County Health is doing to recruit a workforce that
reflects our patients.

To check out the presentation, visit here.

  

HFS announces next steps for Health Benefits for
Immigrant Seniors program

The Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services (HFS) announced today that as
the Health Benefits for Immigrant Seniors program nears 16,500 individuals, a temporary
pause on new enrollees will take effect November 6.

HFS previously announced that new HBIS enrollment would be temporarily paused at 16,500
individuals, an enrollment benchmark the program is expected to reach in the coming weeks.
Anyone who is already enrolled in the HBIS program and remains eligible for coverage will
stay covered. The Department will not be removing any current enrollees who remain eligible
for HBIS coverage.



The HBIS program provides Medicaid-like health care coverage to individuals aged 65 and
older who would be eligible for Medicaid but for their immigration status, which launched in
late 2020. The Department also operates the Health Benefits for Immigrant Adults program
(HBIA), which provides similar coverage for individuals aged 42 to 64. Through the end of
September, nearly 69,000 individuals are covered across the HBIA and HBIS programs.

Cook County Health is urging eligible seniors to apply before November 6. If your
organization has eligible members, tell them to visit
https://hfs.illinois.gov/medicalclients/coverageforimmigrantseniors.html.

  

Cook County Health in the News

Fox 32: Inside Cook County Jail's battle against drug-soaked paper trade

WBBM: With cold weather coming, doctors recommend COVID, flu vaccines

Yahoo Life: What parents need to know about childhood obesity



Univision: Condado Cook invita a personas a vacunarse contra influenza y refuerzo del
coronavirus

Lawndale News: Cook County Health’s Stroger Hospital Ranked #1 Most Racially
Inclusive Hospital in IL

Becker’s Payer Issues: The top-rated Medicaid plan in every state, per NCQA

Chicago Crusader: IDPH reports measles case identified in Cook County
 
 

 

Visit our website at cookcountyhealth.org

 If you would like to invite a representative from CCH to attend a community event, please
send an email to events@cookcountyhhs.org.

  
To provide feedback on CCH Community News, please email Marcelino Garcia, Director of

Community Affairs, at mgarcia6@cookcountyhhs.org.
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