
9/21/20 Special Board Meeting – list of public speakers 
 
 
1. Edrienna Jamison - Registered Nurse, Provident Hospital 
2. Martha Merrill - AFSCME Council 31 
3. Dian Palmer – SEIU Local 73 
4. Angela Walker – Registered Nurse 
5. Doctors Council SEIU 
6. Donna Dubose – Registered Nurse, University of Chicago Ingalls Memorial Hospital 
7. Java Swington – Registered Nurse, University of Chicago Ingalls Memorial Hospital 
8. Elizabeth Lalasz – Registered Nurse, Stroger Hospital 
9. Astria Johnson – Registered Nurse, University of Chicago 
10. Monica Owens – Registered Nurse, Provident Hospital 
11. Imelda Allen – Nurse, Provident Hospital 
12. Falguni Dave – Nurse, Stroger Hospital 
13. Martese Chism – RN Case Manager, CCH 
14. Genevieve Lewis – Registered Nurse, CCH NICU 
15. Joyce Ball – Registered Nurse, Provident Hospital 
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September 21, 2020 
 
Cook County Health Systems 
Board of Directors 
1950 W. Polk Street 
Chicago, IL  60612 
 
RE: Testimony:  Reconsideration of the Approved FY 2021 Cook County Health Budget 
 
 
AFSCME Council 31 represents some 1,250 employees of the Cook County health system who work in a 
wide variety of roles in nearly all healthcare programs and locations, including patient navigators, 
epidemiologists, administrative assistants, financial counselors and many other technical, professional and 
clerical positions.   
 
The strong action taken by the Board of Directors on September 11th to amend the FY 21 preliminary 
budget and restore $23 million in program and staffing cuts is to be commended. The amended budget 
adopted by the Board protects vitally important services that Cook County Health Systems provides and 
recognizes that, during the current public health crisis, now is not the time to make healthcare less 
accessible to county residents. The Board adopted a budget that was in the best interest of the Cook 
County Health System and the residents it serves.  
 
A reversal of the Board’s action, even if it is a partial rollback of the $23 million, will lead to layoffs, facility 
closures and cuts to healthcare services.   
 
AFSCME firmly opposes any budget that makes cuts to healthcare services and forces residents of South 
Side neighborhoods to travel farther to access such care.  This includes the proposed downgrading of the 
Provident Emergency Department to an urgent care center and the closure of both the Near South and 
Woodlawn clinics.   
 
AFSCME firmly opposes any plans to lay off County healthcare workers.  Especially given the unparalleled 
public health and economic crisis facing this country, all efforts should be made to avoid any job loss at this 
time.  It is particularly disturbing that the County would plan to lay off healthcare employees when so many 
have been working for months now caring for COVID patients in extremely high risk environments—putting 
their own health and that of their families in jeopardy.   
 
We urge the Cook County Health Systems Board of Directors to stand by the budget it adopted and be 
unwavering advocates for adequate funding of the Health System.  Cook County Health System should be 
expanding health care services instead of cutting services to underserved communities. AFSCME stands 
ready to support efforts to identify needed resources for the health system during these unparalleled 
times.   
 
 
Martha Merrill 
Director of Research and Employee Benefits 
AFSCME Council 31 
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Dian Palmer 
President 
SEIU Local 73 
Statement to CCHHS Board on September 21, 2020 
 
 
The recommended budget reductions presented to the CCHHS Board this summer are the wrong way to 
approach the CCHHS budget.  The Cook County Health and Hospital System is the safety net for all Cook 
County residents.  We see Cook County healthcare services as vital.  That is why CCHHS employees risk 
their lives during the COVID pandemic to show up for work every day.  They are not receiving pandemic 
pay like their colleagues at other health systems.  The employees continue to come to work each day 
because they know patients cannot seek services elsewhere. 
 
Instead of closing clinics, restricting access to emergency services, privatizing healthcare services and 
laying off essential workers; this Board should seek to expand services in an effort to reach more 
patients. 
 
The proposed closures of the Cook County Near South clinic at 35th and South Michigan and Cook 
County Woodlawn Clinic at 63rd and Woodlawn, the reduction of services at Provident Hospital at 51st 
and Martin Luther King Dr. cannot be looked at solely through the lens of the CCHHS budget.  The 
closures of Michael Reese, the announced closure of Mercy Hospital and the unsustainable financial 
situations of the Advocate Trinity, South Shore, and St. Bernard Hospitals create the possible of a large 
healthcare dessert on Chicago’s near South Side. 
 
Furthermore, the privatization of the Morton East clinic is a mistake.  Public services should be delivered 
by public employees.  Private companies delivering healthcare and support services inside the CCHHS 
system have proved to be disastrous – the example of Morrison Healthcare is fresh in our minds. 
 
Cook County Health and Hospital System should be expanding mental, behavioral and general health 
services instead of cutting services that poor, uninsured, underinsured, and Black and Brown 
communities rely upon. 
 
SEIU Local 73 members urge the members of the CCHHS to reject this budget proposal. 
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First to think of a budget cut is unfathomable option in the middle of a Pandemic which has catapulted 
into increases in opioid addiction and a rising suicide rates. CCHHS has proven its worth by continuing to 
improve the health and wellness in a community that is already underserved and was hit the hardest 
statistically by COVID. The budget cut is a slap in the face of the many health care workers that continue 
to assist the public in the Southeast neighborhood. 30,000 plus ER visits alone show proof that the cuts 
are unwarranted and where will these 30,000 plus ER patients be treated after these cuts? They will 
flock to neighboring hospitals causing an overflow. It's severely disappointing to see that these budget 
cuts will simply widen the gap and negatively impact the outcomes in the “BIPOC” communities 
compared to the more funded white communities. These cuts need not even be considered as an 
option. 
 
Angela Walker, RN 
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Doctors Council SEIU statement in opposition to Cook County Health’s FY2021 budget proposal 
 
 

1 
 

Doctors Council SEIU represents the attending physicians, dentists, and psychologists of Cook 
County Health.  As such, our members – including the undersigned – are always concerned about 
timely access to quality healthcare services, especially for underserved communities of color. This is 
especially so now during the COVID-19 pandemic, which has disproportionately affected these 
communities and caused them to suffer the most.                                                                                               

We cannot support Cook County Health’s FY2021 budget proposal because it includes facility 
closures, cuts to healthcare services, and layoffs.  We strongly oppose CCH’s plans to eliminate the 
Pediatric Inpatient Unit; privatize the Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center and Morton East 
Adolescent Health Center; downgrade the Provident Emergency Department to an urgent care 
center; and close both the Near South and Woodlawn Clinics.  To make these cuts in healthcare 
access in the midst of a brutal pandemic is especially wrong and harmful to these communities.  

We strongly strongly oppose any plans to layoff County healthcare workers and believe that 
Cook County should work towards alternatives that would not cost workers their jobs.  The County 
budget problems need to be solved but not on the backs of those who work for the CCH, who have 
given and continue to give so much to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic.  Layoffs will clearly make 
our economic crisis worse by adding to an already record number of job losses.   

We also strongly oppose these actions for patient care reasons. Closing facilities and 
eliminating services will make it harder for the residents of Cook County to access healthcare. 
Compounding the problem, first, is the reduction of services happening on the South Side of Chicago 
with the impending closures of Mercy Hospital and reduction in services at Holy Cross and Jackson 
Park hospitals.  Second, is our current economic crisis, which has caused rates of unemployment not 
seen since the Great Depression and led directly to 175,000 Illinoisans losing their health insurance.  

We appreciate that the County has publicly decried and have made calls to address racial 
inequities in healthcare, in particular, and systemic racism, in general. But the cuts proposed by CCH 
contradict these positions.  
         We think there’s a better way. We believe it’s possible for CCH to make improvements to its 
services that would benefit our communities while lessening racial inequities in healthcare and 
stemming the tide of unemployment.  We hope Cook County officials work to find a better way and 
oppose any closures, cuts to services, and layoffs.     

The budget problems of Cook County should not be solved on the backs of our patients, 
communities, and healthcare workers. 
  
Sincerely, 

Dr. Annie Torres 
Dr. Angela Bales 
Dr. David Carr 
Dr. Satra Mishra 
Dr. Natasha Margeta 
Dr. Chandra Chataut 
Dr. Marlon Garcia 
Dr. Fayez Mekael 
Dr. Melanie Watson 
Dr. Lisa Palivos 
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Doctors Council SEIU statement in opposition to Cook County Health’s FY2021 budget proposal 
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Dr. Salman Khan 
Dr. Justin Gandia 
Dr. Sully Cardona 
Dr. Pierre Nunez 
Dr. Patricia Hoyos 
Dr. Manisha Ogale 
Dr. Tapan Bhatt 
Dr. Nirmla Verma  
Dr. Jon Tottleben  
Dr. Alvi Saad 
Dr. Michelle Sergel 
Dr. Padma Kudaravalli 
Dr. Ramez Haddadin 
Dr. Brenda Taylor 
Dr. Nicole Baltrushes Hughes  
Dr. Ameena Khan  
Dr. Elma Augustine 
Dr. Leszek Balla 
Dr. Maia Feigon 
Dr. Lillian Holloway  
Dr. Jordan Moskoff 
Dr. Vishwanath Agrawal 
Dr. Carmen Adams 
Dr. Rajesh Dudani 
Dr. Paul N. Severin 
Dr. Jacek Ubaka 
 

Dr. Nuzath Hussain 
Dr. Kimberly Dixon 
Dr. Sadhana Dharmapuri 
Dr. Mary Arlandson 
Dr. Harold Fuentes 
Dr. Aisha Wright 
Dr. Dhara P. Amin 
Dr. Robert Feldman 
Dr. Alessandra Tachauer   
Dr. Sheila Badri 
Dr. Hector Vydas 
Dr. Yaveen Santhiraj 
Dr. Abed Rahman 
Dr. John Case 
Dr. Carmella Barrett-Perry 
Dr. Ruhi Shariff 
Dr. Erik Ligas 
Dr. Ioana Haratau 
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Doctors Council SEIU statement in opposition to Cook County Health’s FY2021 budget proposal 
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Dr. Michael Giovingo 
Dr. Dipika Patel 
Dr Kyngran Shim  
Dr. Rhonda Y. Gans 
Dr. Carolyn Adams-Winn 
Dr. John Keen 
Dr. Chinedu Oranu 
Dr. Swati Bhobe 
Dr. Caroline Kato 
Dr. Rafael Turbay 
Dr. Tatyana Kagan 
Dr. Linda Strozdas 
Dr. Philip Wong 
Dr. Simon Piller 
Dr. Michael Escoto 
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The county is behaving like vultures picking away at Provident hospital and closing clinics. With over 
30,000 visits made to the hospital each year, it is obvious that the Southeast side community needs 
the services provided by Provident. I work in a hospital and have first-hand experience on how the 
proposed closures will effect the remaining hospitals. It will not be good. The county will be leaving 
tens of thousands of people of color without unimpeded access to healthcare. When combined with 
the effects of the CoVid pandemic and substance abuse the county’s proposal will delay or even 
prevent residents throughout the area from receiving medical care. Area hospitals will be seriously 
overcrowded with patients seeking medical attention and the breach in healthcare services for 
white residents compared to residents of color will increase. It is immoral to provide for one group 
of people while with-holding care for another. The very last thing people of color deserve are 
budget cuts that will endanger their very existence. 
 
Donna Dubose 
U of C Ingalls Memorial Hospital 
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As	a	Registered	Nurse,	I	am	dedicated	to	providing	proper	care	to	all	my	
patients.	It	is	unconscionable	that	the	county	would	even	consider	cutting	
healthcare	services	to	the	residents	of	the	Southeast	Side.	The	lack	of	services	
in	that	part	of	Chicago	limits	access	to	vital	services	to	the	population	and	
would	cause	a	dangerous	strain	on	other	healthcare	facilities.	The	whole	
nation	is	in	the	middle	of	a	deadly	pandemic	that	disproportionately	affects	
the	very	same	people	color	that	your	proposed	cuts	will	target.	Did	the	board	
even	consider	the	additional	opioid	epidemic,	suicide	rate	and	overdoses	
when	the	proposal	was	drafted.	The	very	proposals	that	CCHHS	has	presented	
will	only	add	to	the	already	existing	lack	of	healthcare	to	communities	of	
color.	Why	is	that? 
  
Java Swington 
Registered Nurse 
University of Chicago Ingalls Memorial Hospital 
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September 21, 2020 
 
To: President Toni Preckwinkle and the Cook County Commissioners 
Re: Proposed Budget Cuts to Cook County Health and Hospital System 
 
My name is Elizabeth Lalasz and I have been a registered nurse for close to ten years at Stroger 
Hospital, the flagship hospital for the Cook County Health and Hospital System. I am writing this 
as a statement to oppose any budget cuts which may be proposed to CCHHS due to the 
economic shortfall as a result of the Covid pandemic. 
 
I both contracted Covid at Stroger Hospital and was then brought back to work after I recovered 
to a Covid-only unit for the inmates from the Cook County Jail. This is a devastating virus, which 
I saw firsthand from April-May 2020, which impacts Blacks, Latinos and people of color at much 
higher and alarming rates. This is not only well-documented occurring within Cook County, but 
nationally, as well.  
 
Therefore, six months into this global pandemic and as we go into an very uncertain Fall, were 
myself and my colleagues, including many physicians, are predicting we will go into a “second 
wave” of the outbreak of Covid in Cook County across the U.S., it is unconscionable to shut 
down services and close the Emergency Room at Provident Hospital, which serves 30,000 
patients a year and lay off healthcare workers. Covid has been well-documented to 
disproportionate impact people of color on the Southeast Side of our city.  
 
This is not to mention the deep physical and psychosocial impact this pandemic has had these 
communities, which have documented increases in opioid overdoses and suicides, as people 
attempt to cope with the impact this virus has had on their family, friends and co-workers.  
 
These proposed cuts and closures will without a doubt, will simply widen an already chasmic 
gap between whites and Black Brown and people of color affected by Covid in Chicago. 
Therefore, shutting and closing these vital services, to an already underserved community, will 
results in innumerable more positive cases potentially going untreated and many more possible 
deaths. Deaths of Black and Brown voters, who will be left to die at home or worse in 
inadequate healthcare facilities or in the streets. The County Board will have blood on its hands. 
These cuts will really be that grave. 
 
I strongly encourage the Cook County Board and the Commissioners to not see fit to make any 
budgetary decisions to cut any of the crucial frontline direct healthcare services of any part of 
the Cook County Health and Hospital System in the midst of a worldwide pandemic which still 
has no cure. We need these services now, more than ever and must prioritize them over all 
other budgetary considerations at this time.  
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Advocacy Statement for our NICU families 
 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic has affected humans worldwide and has severely caused negative 
consequences for people who are socially and economically disadvantaged.  One example of 
this is the disproportionate impact of the virus for people living on the Southeast Side of the City. 
The indigent are at risk for death and severe illness when the County shuts down services 
including an emergency department with a volume of 30,000 visits per year.  The negative 
impact results in limited healthcare access for members of this community, thus increases 
congestion among the remaining area hospitals.  Our healthcare system is already on overload 
and this will worsen the crisis. 
 
Second, Cook County is facing an epidemic of opioid overdoses, suicides, deaths, and disability 
from COVID-19.  Our NICU babies born unto addicted mothers deserve a chance at life and 
freedom from in utero drug addiction.  Our NICU mothers come from all over the State of Illinois 
and Chicago.  These are the women of all ages who are less advantaged socially and 
economically.  To even consider cutting healthcare services at CCHHS is unthinkable at such a 
crucial time as this. 
 
Last, there is a severe racial gap in health outcomes between whites and the BIPOC 
communities.  Cutting funding will simply widen this gap and result in larger health outcome 
disparities.  This has an overall impact on all people of a community, not just the underserved 
groups that the cuts are intended to negatively affect. 
 
Thank you for your time and let us be responsible to care for our brethren.  
 
 
Genevieve Lewis RN, BSN 
Cook County Health and Hospital Systems NICU RN 
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My name is Martese Chism and I am an RN Case Manager for Cook County Health. 
Today I am speaking out against the purposed cuts in services provided by Cook 
County which are concentrated on the SouthEast side of Chicago. These are 
communities that rely on the healthcare services our system provides and whose 
residents are primarily black or people of color. Provident Hospital’s ER alone 
services over 30,000 patients a year. Right now we are battling multiple public 
health crises: the opioid crisis, gun violence, systemic racism and of course the 
COVID-19 pandemic. How can we cut resources during a global pandemic that has 
disproportionately impacted people of color and black communities here in 
Chicago? What institution or hospital can absorb those 30,000 patients? We treat 
all patients regardless of pay source and immigration status. We have already 
seen Jackson Park Hospital reduce services and Mercy is planning to close too. 
Will the remaining private health care institutions be able to take on care of 
theses patients? The disparities in health outcomes based on race tell us that they 
won’t. We need a public system that serves our community based on need, not 
on ability to pay. We are demanding a budget that fully funds the services our 
communities rely on and for the commissioners and directors of Cook County 
Health to vote against the proposed cuts in services within Provident and across 
the Cook County Health and Hospital System. 
  
Martese Chism, RN 
Case Manager, Cook County Health 
Member, Board of Directors, National Nurses Organizing Committee 
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My name is Falguni Dave and I am a nurse working at Stroger In 7 west. I would like to 
remind  you why cutting the county budget is going to cause more harm than good.  
 
 
“COVID’s	impact	has	not	been	equally	shared	in	our	County.	The	communities	where	services	
will	be	cut	are	those	who	were	hit	hardest	by	this	pandemic.	Why	is	it	that	when	the	County	has	
to	tighten	its	belt,	it	is	communities	of	color	that	have	to	shoulder	the	burden?	To	me	this	
proposed	budget	is	yet	another	symptom	of	the	public	health	crisis	that	is	systemic	racism.” 
 
 
As	a	nurse	who	has	been	working	during	this	unprecedented	pandemic	I	urge	you	all	to	
reconsider	any	thoughts	you	all	may	have	on	cutting	the	county	budget	that	will	negatively	
affect	the	residents	of	the	southeast	side	or	those	in	the	most	need	of	the	public	health	system.If	
cuts	need	to	be	made	I	suggest	that	you	look	at	cutting	from	administration	where	I	am	sure	
you	will	find	many	unnecessary	admin	and	management	positions	you	will	be	able	to	save	a	lot	
of	money	being	wasted. 
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Hello	Cook	County	Board	of	Directors 
	 
My	name	is	Imelda	Allen.	I	am	a	nurse	that	works	in	the	Provident	ER.	I	have	been	a	nurse	for	over	
45	years.	25	years	at	Cook	County.	As	a	nurse	in	the	ER,	over	the	years	I	have	seen	how	not	having	
enough	staff	and	impacted	the	patients	in	this	community.	We	are	already	in	a	staffing	situation	
where	we	cannot	properly	care	for	the	patients	and	the	patients	deserve	more. 
	 
For	me,	I	have	huge	concern	with	the	safety	of	the	patients.	The	patients	that	we	serve	heavily	
utilize	Provident	Hospital.	Many	of	the	patients	are	admitted	through	the	ER.	As	a	nurse	that	has	
been	working	at	Provident	for	many	years,	I	do	not	want	to	see	services	cut.	Provident	needs	to	be	a	
priority	and	not	an	after	thought.	I	understand	that	the	budget	needs	to	be	balanced	but	it	should	
not	balanced	at	the	expense	of	the	patients	in	this	community. 
	 
It	is	my	hope	that	the	powers	that	be	can	find	another	solution	to	ensure	a	balanced	budget.	I	am	
speaking	on	behalf	of	myself	and	all	of	patients	that	we	serve	when	I	ask	to	please	considered	not	
cutting	ER	services	at	Provident	Hospital. 
	 
-Imelda	Allen 
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My	name	is	Monica	Owens.	I	have	been	a	Nurse	at	Provident	since	2007	Employed	here	
since	1993	when	the	doors	opened.	I	started	out	as	a	Med	Tech	and	advanced	to	a	Rn	
through	the	Stroger/MXC	cohort.	I	had	great	expectations	for	my	career	and	the	service	to	
be	provided	to	our	south	side	community.	
 
My	family	and	I	reside	in	this	community	and	I	am	a	Cook	county	resident	and	tax	payer.	I	
have	watched	many	great	things	happen	at	this	hospital.	My	mom	was	supposed	to	be	born	
here	in	1938,	but	her	mom	hadn’t	completed	her	family	planning	documents.	I	have	2	other	
family	members;	one	niece	and	a	cousin	that	have	delivered	children	here	at	Provident.	
This	community	depends	on	our	Emergency	room	and	the	clinical	staff	to	help	them	stay	
well.	As	the	years	have	progressed	since	1994	the	loss	of	vital	services	has	diminished	the	
trust	in	County	System	health	care	as	well	as	the	partnerships	at	other	facilities. 
	 
Before	making	another	cut	from	this	community	please	consider	all	the	loss	of	the	other	
healthcare	sites.	No	other	community	system	can	care	for	the	south	side	as	we	have.	We	
have	lost	Michael	Reese	and	now		losing	Mercy.	Several	clinics	have	closed	or	are	closing.	
My	hope	is	that	we	can	put	a	halt	to	these	cuts	and	take	a	serious	look	at	resources	that		are	
needed	at	Provident	instead	of	looking	at	what	can	be	taken	away.		With	this,	we	can	serve	
the	patients	and	have	a	plan	to	stop	losing	money	and	services. 
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OPPOSE 
  
Dear Board, 
  
I am registered nurse at the University of Chicago. My name is Astria Johnson and I work in the adult 
emergency room.  I am writing to you today to ask that you vote against the changes that will harm our 
community and our patients. Reducing the valuable services provided by Provident will not only cause 
harm to the patients that may choose not to get care because Provident services aren’t available, but 
also add to the already overcrowded ERs on Chicago’s southside. This will only continue to get worse 
when Mercy Hospital closes.   This is my community, and further reductions to our most vulnerable 
patients will only make healthcare outcomes for people of color and people in poverty worse than they 
already are right now.  Please do the right thing and retain Provident services. 
  
Astria Johnson 
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My	name	is	Joyce	Ball	RN,	BSN.	I	have	been	a	nurse	for		30	years.	I	work	in	the	
Provident	ER	for	20	years.	Provident	is	a	community	based	Hospital	for	
predominately	seniors	and	black	and	brown	people.	We	provide	affordable	
health	services	and	inability	to	pay	is	not	considered.		The	only	full	service	
emergency	department		left	anywhere	near	this	area	is	The	University	of	Chicago.	
That	facility’s	ER	is	already	overwhelmed	and	majority	of	the	patients	can’t	
afford	those	services. 
	 
The	closure	of	the	full	service	ER	at	Provident		will	force	the	uninsured	to	not	to	
seek	medical	attention	which	may	cause	serious	harm,	disability	or	even	be	fatal	
if	their	health	concern	is	not	addressed.	We	already	have	an	underlying	issue	
with	black	and	brown	people	not	getting	the	health	services	they	need	in	order	to	
maintain	their	health.		With	this	cut	to	services,	Cook	County	will	have	a	hand	in	
exacerbating	these	health	disparities. 
	 
I	am	imploring	Cook	County	to	reconsider	making	these	drastic	cuts	to	a	
community	that	is	already	suffering	and	facing	so	many	challenges.	Please	make	
these	decisions	with	the	patients	in	mind. 
	 
Thank	You	for	your	time 
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